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NATIONAL FORESTRY POLICY-2014

This Policy is a review of the National Forestry Policy of 1998 that was based on the Zambia
Forestry Action Plan (ZFAP) and stakeholder views. The major objective of ZFAP was to develop
a national strategic framework for the forestry sector of Zambia. Under ZFAP, a number of
thematic studies in the forestry sector were undertaken resulting in a number of successes
but with a few gaps. Even though the National Forestry Policy of 1998 provided initiatives for
sustainable forest management, the current Policy aims to address new challenges and other
emerging issues. These include strategies related to the contribution of the forestry sector to
poverty reduction and Zambia's national economy.

This policy was developed through a comprehensive country wide consultative process
underpinned by principles of devolution, empowerment, equity and justice, and community
and private sector participation. The major aim of this Policy is therefore to re-direct and
vigorously motivate responsible sustainable forest management and feasible stakeholder
interventions in forestry development for the good of Zambia.

In order to meet the vision and mission of the sector, everyone's task is to turn the forestry
sectorinto a dynamic and vibrant economic sector. The value of the sector and its sustainability
should be appreciated and be a concern of everyone. In the pursuit of realizing and appreciating
the value and sustainability of forest resources, it must be borne in the national psyche that
our livelihoods and the integrity of our ecosystem hinge on how well we manage forests. This
can be by optimizing actions that reduce deforestation, forest degradation and the emission
of greenhouse gases. For this to be achieved, it is of utmost importance that the strategies
embodied in this policy are implemented meticulously as livelihoods and ecosystem integrity
may depend on these actions. We owe it to posterity not only to conserve our forests but also
to improve upon them as well.

C - @2@9._
Hon. Christabel Ngimbu, MP

MINISTER OF LANDS, NATURAL RESOURCES AND
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

NATIONAL FORESTRY POLICY-2014

7.2.3 The National Forestry Master Plan

The Forestry Department shall formulate a National Forestry Master Plan that will provide a
strategic framework with clear targets that will be informed by the stipulations of the Zambia
Forest Action Plan. In order to implement the provisions of the National Forestry Master Plan,
the Forestry Department shall ensure that Forest Management Plans are formulated for each
type of forest. The Annual Forestry Plan of Action will then implement the Forest Management
Plans. The Forest Management Plans will have clearly defined and measurable indicators and
a monitoring and evaluation framework that will also include the roles of stakeholders in this
process.

33



NOILO310Yd TVINIIWNOYIANIG
ANV S30HN0S3Y TVHNLYN ‘SANYT 40 AYLSININ
Aiejaloesg Jusueuiad
esus|ny eAlemg Ageuieg

S »

“$T0¢ JO A01j0d 1159104 [BUOIIBN SU} JO UOIEINWIOL SU1 01 PaINGLIUOS OUM ‘UoIIUSL
0] SnOJaWNU 001 ‘S|ENPIAIPUI PUE SUCIINMISUI ||B 0} Paldalip ale syueyl Auew ‘Ajjeuld
JUSIU0D S) payouua Ajlenjuans Yaiym ‘anbnuio Aiessadau ayl paaledal aaey 1ou
pINoo Adljod siy ‘siauned Suneladood pue sjuswiiedap 1USWUIBAOS [BISASS ‘SBIIUNWILLIOD
[200| ‘Siapea| |_uOIlPEI} PAPN|aUI OYM SISPIOYSHEIS SNOLIBA JO UONRNQLAUCD 3Ul INOUUM
“JuaLINoop Adljod A11S8J04 |BUOIIEN SU1 Ul pAaUIBIUOD SaInsealu pue saalaalqo
‘so|diound Suiping 8yl JOo uonBINWLIO)L 8Yl 0} AUBDIUSIS PaINQLIUoD oym Juswiliedag
Al1S8.104 9U] JO SIsquUIBW JJBIS PUB SI9P|0YayelsS 01 Papualxs OS[e S| apnileln "SuaWnoop
Aoljod jeuoneu FunLim Jof SBUIBPING 1BUIGE) UO Paseq SSa00.d MaInay Adijod 8yl palel|ioe)
OUMm UOI10310]d [BIUSWUOIIAUT pUB S92IN0S9Y [BINlBN ‘SPueT Jo Ansiuliy quswiledaqg
uoneuloju| pue guluueld ayl 0} paplodoe s uougoosl |erpads “Aorjod syl Bulydnus Jog
sluswedsp JuaWUIBAOE 0} anp os|e ale syueyl "sseooid malasl Aoljod pue doysyiom
uondsoul ayy Jo4 1oddns |eloueUly pue [Bo1UYI3) papiaocid oym siauried Suneiadood Jno yueyl
0] YsSIm oM “elquiez Jo saoulaoid Byl ||B Ul Siaployavels A8y BulAjoAul $$8204d 9ANE)NSUCD
paseq-peolq e ygnosyy pansiyoe sem Ao1jod Ansalio4 |euonen syl Jo juswdojersp eyl

¥10T-AD1T0d AYLSIUOL TVNOILVN

(&3

"UOIIESI|1IN 1O U01308104d ‘JusLageuBLU 152104 JO |9A3] J8MO| 1810 AUB puk ‘U0ISSaIU0D 15310}
‘Jou3sIp ‘eoulnoid Byl ‘LWelsAS Juawageuew A11S8104 93 JO HWWNS 8yl 1e pajuswaldwl aq ||eys
ueld I @yl "puodsal ||eys AI3sei0) Ul pagesus siapjoysyels pue uswipedaq A11salod ay)
Uolym 03 yJomawedy uoenjeas pue gupojuow Alojedionied pue juaiedsuen ‘pajualio-synsal
SnoJo3u e juswaldwi pue dojaasp ||eys ANSIUIAl Y] "Pamo||o) g |[eYS /66T Ul UOISN[oU0D e
0] swed aseyd Suluue|d ssoyYm pue (dy47) Uue|d UONIY 158104 BIqUEZ 8y Ul 1IN0 payiom usaq
Sey uoNnay Jo uejd pa|ielap e ‘0)ewslsAs s Aoljod siyl jo uoneluaswsalduwl ayl 1Byl ainsua of

uopenjea3 pue SulONUO 2'2L

'slaulied duneladoo) wol) 1oddns pue soueISISSe JUSWILLIBAOL)  “IA
pue ‘suoneziueglo aleAlld WOoLL SJUDWMOPUD puB SUoeUOq A
ISOIUAINOE 401easal WOoJ) palelauagd anuansy Al
‘suondo pajualio-A||eI0iauWILI0D
1810 pue swwesgold uoglea jeuolieu syl ‘Ai1saloy) [ejolawwoo a1eald ojoas areald
oyl pue sioloe Aoy usamlaq sdiysiaunied sreaud ongnd wod) Buisue suswWiISaAU] Il
{sa01A19s pue s1onpoud 1se40) JO BUISUBD| WO paysligelse aq 03 puny SulAjoasy Il
‘syun juswageuew
1selo) |aA8] |edo| Jo) joddns pue uoisusixe ‘uswysigeisa uonewe|d 1sa.0)
‘JuawseBeuew 1sa10) sSnouagipul J0) jJuswellled woll uoisiroid Aieye8png aienbapy I

‘paynuapl uaaq arey sulpuny
10 S92IN0S BUIMO|[0) BY [ "JUSWUOIIALS PUNOS B pue AWoU0ds FUIYSIINOj) B 195W 0] Passaoor
pue pasijeal 8q uUed J0108s AJ1S2I0) 9y} Ul usyeuapun sswwes3oid SnoLeA auy) Jo Syjausq
ay1 1ey1 os pansind A|SnoJoBIA aq [|BYS spuny JO S82IN0S 9|RIA PUe [[IM [eallod ‘pus SIy) of

¥1L0ZT-AJ01710d Ad1SI¥O4 TVYNOILVN




NATIONAL FORESTRY POLICY-2014

7.2.1 Resource Mobilisation

It is a well known fact that the inadequate contribution of the forestry sector to the national
economy and livelihoods, and forest management ineffectiveness are both largely due to
inadequate public financing of the forest sector.

The necessary support for developing, testing and transferring sustainable forest natural
resources management practices and technologies equire sufficient time and considerable
resources. This should particularly be directed at research and development activities and
intensive implementation processes involving participation of researchers, extension agents,
communities and other stakeholders like locally based NGOs and CBOs. It is for this reason
that the support and commitment of both the public and private sectors are required for tt
urgent implementation of this policy.
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NATIONAL FORESTRY POLICY-2014

. NATIONAL FORESTRY POLICY-2014

Deforestation
The direct human induced conversion of forests to other land use.

Ecosystem
A dynamic complex of living communities of organisms and their non-living environment
interacting as a self-sustaining entity of its own. ¢

Ecosystem Services
End products or components of nature directly enjoyed, consumed or used to yield human .
wellbeing.

Emissions
The release of greenhouse gases and/or their precursors and particulate matter into the
atmosphere over a specified area and period of time.

Environment

The ecosystem of which mankind is part including cultural and man-made features sometimes
defined as the complex set of physical, geographic, biological, social, cultural and political
conditions that surround an individual or organism and that ultimately determines its form
and nature of its survival.

Forest

Land with tree crown cover (or equivalent stocking level) of more than 10% and area of more
than 0.5 ha. Trees should be able to reach a minimum height of 5 m at maturity in situ. Young
stands that have not yet but are expected to reach a crown density of 10 percent and tree height
of 5 m are included under forest, as are temporarily unstocked areas. The term includes forests
used for purposes of production, protection, multiple-use or conservation (i.e. forest in national
parks, nature reserves and other protected areas), as well as forest stands on agricultural lands
(e.g. windbreaks and shelterbelts of trees with a width of more than 20 m).

Forest Degradation
Changes within the forest that negatively affects the structure or function of the stand or site,
and thereby lowers its capacity to supply products and/or services.

Forest Ecosystem

A dynamic complex of plant, animal and micro-organism communities and their non living
environment interacting as a functional unit, where trees are a key component of the system.
Humans, with their cultural, economic and environmental needs are an integral part of many
forest ecosystems.

Vi




“SenuaoUl se s)yBu Jesn sjeldoidde yum se0inosa. 15e10) Jo Lones!nn pue Juswsgeuew ‘uopoayoud
9U} Ul SSNIUNWILIOD [220] PUE JUBLULLIBACS USaMISq WaISAS Juauadeuew 15810} aAEIOqe||0D Y
uswoaSeue|) 19404 Juiof

"elquiez Jo aoejd Jeinojled e ul Sumold Ajjeinteu seipads aai]
9911 snouagipu|

"eale JenonJed e uiyum Suimold ‘ssewolq Jo wEr_o> 10 Jaquinu Ag ‘seaul [je Jo [2101-WNS By
320)s Suimoly

“Jeak e uunp uoneu e Aq Ajjeansawop paonpoid s8oIAes pUEB SPOOS JO BN |eA |€10} By L
19npoid o13sawo( ssolx)

"uoneIpel pPaJeIUl HWS-8) pue qlosge
1By ‘ausgodolyiue pue |eimeu L1og ‘a4eydsoLule s,y1ies sy} jo SJUSNYISUOD SNodses asoy |
asey asnoH uaaly

(s10npoid 359104 40 8SN B2URNSISANS PUE SINPOId 15810} POOM-UOU JO

Buisseoold pue uonoNpoId [BIDIBLILIOD ‘BINYUINY USPOOM pue Jaded pue dind !sjpued paseq
POOM pue poOM Umes :jeodieyd pue [any poom {Buid3ol) poom punos |eLISNpuUl JO uononpold
‘sadInIas palelel pue s)salo) 97l aiqy poom Jo uonanpoid sy uo wspuadap aie 1euy)
SMIAIIOE BPN|OUl 0} USYEY S PUB (DIS]) SSIIANDE OIWLIOUDIS ||e apnjoul 01 pauyap sl 10108s ay|
_ 101905 A1}S9104

‘Juswageuew annoe
pue uonusaslul B]gIFUE) Yim AJ[ENSN JUSUUOIIAUS BU) PUE $]1S8.0} 0} wuey Jo uopuanaid ayy

uo0n9310id 359104

"$8109ds snouadipul ‘sesed aLos Ul 0 $9198dS PIONPO.IUL 4O SISISUOD 1| “UOIEISSI0)aI
10 uonessaioye Jo ssedoid ayy ur Buipees pue/lo Bunueld Ag paysiqelss seal) pajueld
uonejue|d 3saio4

lauuew a|qeuleisns

€ Ul 158104 81 JO Suonouny [BIO0S pue dIWou0ds ‘(Austealp [eaiBojolq Fuipnjour) |eo180j002
ueAsial Julljying 18 pawie puesalo) Jo 9sn pue diyspiemals Joj saonoeld JO washs v
Juswageue|y 1salo4

YLOZT-AD110d Ad1SIYOL I¥YNOILYN

¥102-AD1710d A¥1SIHO4 TYNOILVN




NATIONAL FORESTRY POLICY-2014

Local Knowledge

Collection of facts that relate to the entire system of concepts, beliefs and perceptions that
people hold about the world around them. This includes the way people observe and measure
their surroundings, how they solve problems and validate new information. It includes the
processes whereby knowledge is generated, stored, applied and transmitted to others.

Non-wood Forest Product
Includes all products of biological origin, as well as services, derived from a forest or any land
under similar use, that excludes wood in all its forms. =

Natural Forest
A forest composed of indigenous trees and not classified as forest plantation.

Participatory Forest Management
A forestry management strategy, which allows different stakeholders to be involved in
management of forest resources with appropriate user rights as incentives.

Protected Area
All land gazetted and held in trust by government.

NATIONAL FORESTRY POLICY-2014

7.1.7 Education and Research Institutions

Education and Research institutions shall provide academic and skills training required to
foster the development of the sector; advise government in policy matters related to the
sector; develop appropriate technologies; and develop management systems and practices
for the development of the sector.

7.1.8 Cooperating Partners

Cooperating partners shall be partners in development and shall be facilitators in building
capacity and complimenting government efforts in supporting the sector financially.

7.2 LEGAL AND REGURATORYFRAMEWORK

 The Act se the standards for
forest resources management

In order for wildlife to thrive
i their habitats, the forest
resources need to be well
managed and therefore
linked to forest resource
‘management

 protected forest areas

27
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NATIONAL FORESTRY POLICY-Z

The Ministry will have overall respons y for policy formulation and coordinat
development of standards and guidelines; law enforcement; forests inventories; and rese:
and development. In addition, the Ministry will be responsible for monitoring and repori
promotion of plantation establishment; issue concession licenses; devise methodologies
cost benefit sharing mechanisms; and promote investment.

Amongst key government bodies that the Ministry will collaborate with include the Mini
of Mines, Energy and Water Development; Ministry of Commerce, Trade and Industry; Mini
of Home Affairs; Ministry of Justice; Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock; Ministry of L
Government and Housing; Ministries responsible for wildlife, community development, ct
and traditional affairs, Zambia Development Agency and ZESCO.
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NATIONAL FORESTRY POLICY-20

ARG

To ensure that relevant provisions of international agreements integrated into ti
national policy and legal framework are implemented.

-

c. Measures:

—————— Ty

" LW T

Implement programmes and projects aimed at addressing desertification, lal
degradation, deforestation, biodiversity management and conservation, and clime
change;

Implement regional and international protocols on forests and natural resources th
support sustainable forest management; and

Create awareness on relevant regional and international agreements that Zambia is
Party to.
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6.7 FORESTRY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT, EXTENSION AND CAPACITY

BUILDING...
6.7.1 ForestryResearchand om<m_cu3m:ﬁ .................................................................. .18
6.7.2 Forestry Extension...
6.7.3 Human Capacity Development.................
6.8 CROSS-CUTING ISSUES

IMPLEMENTATION FRAMEWORK.... .24
7.1 INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS... et sn e ennneere e 2
7.1.1 Role of Central Government ﬁ_,\__:,m.né oﬂ Lands, Zmﬁc_\m_ resources and
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7.1.6 CivilSociety.... 26
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7.1.8 Cooperating Partners............. T T R R oF

7.2 LEGALAND REGURATORYFRAMEWORK
7.2.1 Resource Mobilisation..
7.2.2 Monitoringand Evaluation..

7.2.3 The National Forestry Master Plan.... T
7.2.4 Development of criteria and indicators for sustainable forest management...34

NATIONAL FORESTRY POLICY-20

b. Objective 8

i

To strengthen and develop human capacity with extension skills and a service delive
framework to effectively and efficiently meet stakeholders’ needs.

Measures:

iii.

Restructure and strengthen the Forestry Extension Services in the sector in ord
to facilitate capacity building and provide extension services for stakeholders in tl
sector;

Strengthen extension services through the provision of appropriate and adequa
facilities, staff and financial resources; and

Create public awareness and dissemination strategies to promote forest ecosysternr
utilization and species conservation at all levels.

6.7.3 Human Capacity Development

Policy Statement

Sustainable forest management requires well-trained personnel with increased ski,
and knowledge to meet the current and future challenges of managing forest resource
Therefore the national capacity to manage and develop the forest sector will be enhance

b. Objective 9

C.

Todevelop and broaden skills and knowledge of personnel involved in forest manageme:
and development, and support to training institutions.

Measures:

Support the operations and strengthen capacities of natural resources trainir
institutions. Support review of curricula and development of appropriate trainir
modules to mainstream emerging issues in forestry based on scientific and loc
technical knowledge; and

Improve and provide facilities to men, women, the youth and persons with speci
needs for formal and informal training at professional, technical and artisan levels;
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NATIONAL FORESTRY POLICY-2014

The 2014 National Forestry Policy is divided into eight chapters, starting with the introduction
in Chapter I. Chapter Il presents the Situational Analysis, highlighting the policy development
process and the current situation. Chapter Il highlights the overall vision of the policy, while
Chapter IV presents the rationale. Chapter V outlines the policy guiding principles. The policy
objectives are outlined in Chapter VI while the policy measures are presented in Chapter VII.
Finally, Chapter VI presents the Implementation Framework.

NATIONAL FORESTRY POLICY-201

b. Objective 7

To strengthen research institutional capacity in order to provide informed informatio
for decision making.

c. Measures:

i.  Restructure the research function of the forestry sector:

Promote research and development through ca pacity building for research personne

Provide specialized equipment and other facilities for the forestry sector;

iv. Enhance collaboration between forestry research and other research and trainin
institutions both within and outside the country;

v.  Promote private-public partnerships to finance forestry research;

vi.  Facilitate and promote the intellectual property protection of research findings an
new technologies and the development of cheap, environmentally friendly, sustainabl
and efficient forest development and utilization technologies for the benefit of th:
nation; and

vii. Strengthen linkages and co-ordination between research and extension to facilitat
the documentation and dissemination of forestry research findings to end users
including dissemination in local languages.
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NATIONAL FORESTRY POLICY-2014

2.2 THE CURRENT SITUATION

Forests cover 66 per cent of Zambia’s total land area that translates into approximately 49.97
million hectares. Gazetted forest reserves cover an estimated 9.6 per cent. Out of the total
area classified as forest reserves, 44 per cent is set aside for production, 30 per cent for
both protection and production, and the remaining 26 per cent is for protection only. The
whole estate occurs on state and customary lands. However, evidence of continued forest
destruction leading to soil erosion, loss of biodiversity, dwindling water and agricultural
productivity, environmental degradation and their negative impacts on the micro-climate, food
security, national energy supply and social welfare are well acknowledged. This necessitated a
compelling need to institute appropriate measures not only to firmly re-invigorate the integrity
of the forest estate but also to provide a viable framework for sustainable forest-based
livelihoods. It was recognized that attracting investments, creating responsive corporate/
public enterprises, and redefining forest resources ownership and governance was crucial.
Furthermore, the need to marshal meaningful commitments from a wide range of stakeholders
for tree growing and protection including the sustainable utilization of forest products and
services became apparent.

In recognizing the declining resource base and the need for a strategic approach to
forest resources management, the Zambia Forestry Action Progamme was formulated and
implemented from 1994 to 1998. The programme identified some major factors that affected
the forestry sector, which included weak institutional, policy and legislative framework that
required reviewing. These factors are reflected in the Zambia Forestry Action Plan for the
period 1998-2018. The process resulted into the revision of the 1965 Policy. However, the
non-commencement of the Forests Act No. 7 of 1999 limited the full implementation of the
Forestry Policy of 1998.

A forest resource assessment undertaken through the Integrated Land Use Assessments
(ILUA) from 2005 to 2008 revealed that 63 per cent of forest-land is relatively undisturbed or
slightly disturbed, 26 per cent moderately disturbed and 5.6 per cent of forest is considerably
disturbed. The total wood volume for the country's forests stands at 2,940.7 million cubic
meters with 39.1 cubic meters as the tree volume per hectare. The commercial volume
per hectare is estimated at 4.9 cubic meters. Estimates by ILUA have shown that the rate
of deforestation is 250,000 - 300,000 hectares per annum. This is attributed primarily to
agriculture expansion into the forested land. Permanent land use changes, driven by low crop
productivity in crop lands under subsistence agriculture, settlements, in-migration, forest
production (livelihoods), infrastructure development, mining and mineral exploration have
therefore been the main causes of deforestation and forest degradation in Zambia.

NATIONAL FORESTRY POLICY-2014

b. Objective 5

To enhance the processing and marketing of forest products and services in order to
ensure the optimal contribution of the forestry sector to the national economy and the
forestry industry.

c. Measures:

i.  Establish mechanisms for accounting of carbon in forests as a way of addressing
deforestation and facilitate marketing and sale of forest carbon;

ii. Develop a system to monitor the processing and marketing of forest products and
services so as to determine the contribution of the sector to the GDP;

iii. Establish standards for forest products and services with relevant authorities;

iv. Regulate the export of raw timber in a bid to encourage value addition and optimising
benefits to the local economy; and

v. Conduct promotion and market research activities to enhance investment and
awareness.
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NATIONAL FORESTRY POLICY-2014

2.2.2 Contribution of Forestry to the National Economy and the Environment

Generally, forests have a dual benefit to the economy through direct and indirect contribution
even though the forest sector's contribution to the national economy is grossly under-reported.
The real value of natural forests is unknown and neither has any effort been made to quantify
its protective value to catchment areas, water bodies, soil, agriculture, and roads, among
others. Moreover, there are other major contributions such as those made by women and other
groups through trading in Non-Wood Forest Products (NWFPs) that have not been adequately
recognized. NWFPs are estimated to act as a major contributor to food security and as a
safety net in many poor households particularly those in forest-based communities. Apart
from its contribution in terms of food, forests are also a major source of medicinal plants that
derive from numerous wild plants used by rural, peri-urban and urban communities to cure
numerous illnesses. Forests sequestrate carbon allowing for a relatively clean environment in
which to carry out economic and development activities.

The forestry sector as a whole contributes about 5.2 percent of the GDP in Zambia. This
mainly comes from forest-based industries which account for at least 3.7 percent of the GDP,
while charcoal production and fuelwood collection account for 2.2 percent and 0.8 percent,
respectively. Commercial logging and non-timber forest products contribute about 0.3 and 0.1
percent to the GDP, respectively (FEVCO and CSQ, 2006).

Vi.

vil.

NATIONAL FORESTRY POLICY-20

Provide incentives for development of alternative energy sources and technology
reduce reliance on biomass;

Promulgate an appropriate legal framework to facilitate the establishment
appropriate monitoring systems for reducing deforestation and forest degradation;
Define forest resource tenure regimes, roles and responsibilities, cost and bene
sharing mechanisms originating from sustainable forest management, carbo
reducing deforestation and reducing forest degradation;

Develop strategies for increasing the capacities of local communities to adapt 1
climate change impacts;

Provide a framework for undertaking incentive based initiatives aimed at adaptatic
and mitigating against the impacts of climate change; and

Develop appropriate regulations for the promotion of forest-based bio-fuels in order |
ensure sustainable forest resource management and land.




NATIONAL FORESTRY POLICY-2014

In addition, it has been recognized that in general, there has been low investment in the sector

resulting in use of old technology in the production of forest products posing safety and health iv.
risks. Further the increased promotion of bio-fuels requires an appropriate approach to ensure V.
that forests and land are sustainably managed. It has been recognised that poor management

of forest has an influence on climate change and therefore, there is need to put in place vi.

appropriate mechanisms to facilitate programmes related to climate change.
Though mining forms the backbone of Zambia's economy through exports, as the potential

for expanded operations continue to increase, this poses a challenge on sustainable forest vii.

management. This is because large tracts of natural forests are cleared for mining operations. ¢

In addition, pollution from the mines affects growth of vegetation. viil.
iX.
X.
Xi.

NATIONAL FORESTRY POLICY-2014

Establish, implement and maintain ecosystem restoration mechanism;

Establish criteria and indicators for sustainable forest management;

Promote sustainable management of trans-boundary forest ecosystems through
institutional partnerships and bilateral and/or multilateral agreements;

Promote multi-sector coordination of land-use system that ensures the protection of
headwaters, river basins, terrestrial resources and rehabilitation of degraded and
threatened ecosystems;

Establish forest ownership categories and management models for forest reserves,
forests on customary lands, private forests and other forest reserve categories;
Conduct regular forest inventories and monitoring and integrate local knowledge in
the management and utilisation of forest resources;

Exercise a precautionary principle in the adoption of new silvicultural technologies;
Prevent the import and export of known and unknown invasive plant species or other
forestry activities in line with existing national legislation; and

Ensure forest health at all times by protecting forest resources against damage by
fires, pest and disease outbreaks and against unsustainable harvesting practices.

6.2 LOCAL COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT

a. Policy Statement

The involved stakeholders consider public participation in forestry and/or natural resource
management as an end in itself or as @ means to an end. Community empowerment is
central to participatory forest management.
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The forestry sector currently contributes about 5.2% to the GDP and provides formal and
informal employment to about 1.1 million people, which contributes significantly to the
government developmental agenda of poverty reduction through wealth creation. Therefore,
increased support to the sector would enhance its contribution to national development.
(FEVCO and CS0, 20086).
The revised National Forestry Policy is designed to reduce deforestation and forest
degradation. It is also focused on ensuring increased forest cover and enhanced carbon stocks ! @ @ =] @
through integrated participatory forest management, improved law enforcement and private \ a=-=-= ‘"-= n- -nm
sector investment. This would help transform the forestry sector into a proactive economic 00
sector to improve livelihoods of local communities. The shift from centralised management to
a broad-based participatory framework is expected to bring about a broad base for governance,
transparency and democracy in forest resources management. In addition, introduction of new
categories of protected areas apart from the National and Local Forests currently recognised The following will be the guiding principles in the implementation of this policy:
would enhance further, user rights, improved investment and improved forest cover.

a. Broad based participation:;

b. Equity and responsibility;

c. Sustainable Forest management;
d. Holistic and ecosystem based ;
e. Abatement of climate change;

f. Precautionary principle;

g. Free, prior informed consent;

The new Policy would explore appropriate approaches to trans-boundary boundary forest
management and trade in order to ensure appropriate benefit to the country and the local
community surrounding these forests and enhance resource management. Export of forest

products, especially timber, will be regulated in order to promote sustainable practices in the
harvesting of forest products and promote value addition.

In order to provide for improved planning and informed decision-making in the development '

of the forestry sector, research and development will be enhanced through research,
infrastructure development and improved knowledge and skills.
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