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Agreement between the Republic of the Sudan and the United 

Arab Republic for the full utilization of the Nile waters, signed at 

Cairo, 8 November 1959. 

In view of the fact that considerable volumes of the Nile Basin 
Waters are lost in the swamps of Bahr El Jebel, Bahr El Zeraf, 
Bahr el Ghazal and the Sobat River, and as it is essential that 
efforts should be exerted in order to prevent these losses and to 
increase the yield of the River for use in agricultural expansion in 
the two Republics, the two Republics agree to the following: the 
Republic of the Sudan and the United Arab Republic shall 
construct projects for the increase of the River yield by preventing 
losses of waters of the Nile Basin in the swamps of Bahr El Jebel, 
Bahr el Zeraf, Bahr el Ghazal and its tributaries, the Sobat River 
and its tributaries and the White Nile Basin. The net yield of these 
projects shall be divided equally between the two Republics and 
each of them shall also contribute equally to the costs; the 
Republic of the Sudan shall finance the above-mentioned projects 
out of its own funds and the United Arab Republic shall pay its 
share in the costs in the same ratio of 50 percent allotted for her in 
the yield of these projects; the United Arab Republic shall at the 
expiry of the two years, start the execution of the projects, at its 
own expense. And when the Republic of Sudan is ready to utilize 
its share according to the agreed programme, it shall pay to the 
United Arab Republic a share of all the expenses in the same ratio 
as the Sudan's share in benefit is to the total benefit of the projects 
provided that the share of either Republic shall not exceed one half 
of the total benefit of the project. In order to ensure the technical 
cooperation between the Governments of the two Republics, to 
continue the research and study necessary for the Nile control 
projects and the increase of its yield and to continue the 
hydrological survey of its upper reaches, the two Republics agree 
that immediately after the signing of this Agreement a Permanent 
Joint Technical Commission shall be formed. In order to regulate 
the River waters and control their flow into the sea, the two 
Republics agree that the United Arab Republic constructs the 
Sudd el Aali at Aswan as the first link of a series of projects on the 
Nile for over-year storage. In order to enable the Sudan to utilize 
its share of the water, the two Republics agree that the Republic of 
Sudan shall construct the Roseires Dam on the Blue Nile and any 
other works which the Republic of the Sudan considers essential 
for the utilization of its share. 
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